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Local Plan Update: Issues and Options Consultation
Representation Form

The Basingstoke and Deane Issues and Options Consultation is currently open for comment for a period of 6 weeks from Monday 28th September to 4pm on Monday 9 November 2020.  For advice on how to response to the consultation and to see the consultation documents please visit the council’s website at: www.basingstoke.gov.uk/Issues-and-Options

The council are also seeking information on additional Local Green Spaces, please see the Local Green Space Promotion Form and guidance note to submit sites, which is available to view on the council’s website:  www.basingstoke.gov.uk/Issues-and-Options 

If you would like any of the Issues and Options Consultation information, including this form in a different format, e.g. large print, Braille, please contact customerservice@basingstoke.gov.uk or call the council’s Contact Centre on 01256 844844. 

Representations made via this form should relate to the Issues and Options consultation document only. The council are also inviting comments on a number of supporting documents and these can be made via email to local.plan@basingstoke.gov.uk or in writing to Planning Policy Team, Civic Offices, London Road, Basingstoke, RG21 4AH. 

Representations should be submitted by 4pm on Monday 9 November 2020.

Representations can be submitted either by completing an online form at https://basingstoke-consult.objective.co.uk/portal

Or by returning this form to Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council:
by post to: Planning Policy Team, Civic Offices, London Road, Basingstoke, RG21 4AH
by email to: local.plan@basingstoke.gov.uk 

For further information on the BDBC Local Plan Update please see: www.basingstoke.gov.uk/lpu
 
If you have any queries or issues whilst completing the form, please either email local.plan@basingstoke.gov.uk or call the council’s Contact Centre on 01256 844844. 







Local Plan Update: Issues and Options Consultation Representation Form

This form has two parts:
Part A – Personal details    
Part B – Your representation(s) on the Local Plan Update: Issues and Options Consultation– please fill in a separate form for each representation you wish to make. 

	Part A – Personal details

	 Title: Miss
[bookmark: Text6]     
	Name: Susan Turner

	Organisation: Newnham Parish Council
[bookmark: Text9]
	Job title: Parish Clerk

	If you are an agent, who are you representing?


	Address: 2 Ash Cottages, Newnham Road, Newnham, Hook, Hants
Postcode: RG27 9AF
	Email address:
clerk.newnham@parish.hants.gov.uk
su.newnham@btinternet.com
Telephone number 07515 777060


	Preferred method of contact:
	Email    


[bookmark: _GoBack]Responding as:  Parish Council                		

	PART B – Representations on the Issues and Options Consultation



Please fill in a new Part B form for each representation on the Issues and Options Consultation, please do not include any personal details in this section of the form.
Please state which question(s) or aspect of the Issues and Options Consultation you are commenting on: 
SECTION 4 – QUESTIONS ON KEY ISSUES
	Question number: 
	4

	4(a) Do you agree with the key issues as identified?
	Yes




Please provide any comments below: 

	4(b) Are there any other issues which you consider to be central to the Local Plan Update? 
YES:

· Addressing the Climate Emergency should be central to Planning Policy. 
· To ‘Put the Environment at the Centre of Policy Making’ as per the pledge of the Environment Bill. (This will ultimately support the Economy and Society.) Also as per the Defra and Natural England policy paper, the Nature Recovery Network. 
· Provision for Wildlife should be afforded much higher status. The ‘Natural Environment’ cannot be meaningfully considered with considering wildlife and biodiversity. An additional ‘Key Issue’ should be ‘Wildlife Habitat, Networks and Ecosystems’.
· At 3.1 Chalk Streams should be included within ‘Environmental Assets’.
· At 3.5 Developer Contributions should also be explicitly required for wildlife habitats and networks. Policy should be specific and proactive for accommodating and integrating nature and wildlife beyond mitigation and ‘net gain’. Detailed data and monitoring is needed. Ecologists should work alongside Planners.
· To fully support the Wildlife Trust’s call for ‘Re-wilding the Planning System’. Wildlife habitats, wildlife corridors need to be integral to all planning policy – everywhere alongside, within and between old and new developments, greenspace, the open countryside and protected landscapes. 
· Reviewing Policy in light of  Covid & Brexit. 



SECTION 5 – TACKLING THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY 
	Question number 
	5

	5(a) Which option is the most suitable energy standard for new homes and non-residential buildings?
	Option 2 until 2025, then Option 1

	5(b) Should the council require a minimum proportion of carbon to be reduced by:
- improvements to buildings fabric;
- on-site renewable or low carbon energy?
	YES

	5(d) Should the council introduce a requirement for non-residential buildings to achieve a BREEAM standard. If so, which level should it be set at?
	BREEAM excellent



	5(f) Other than by meeting BREEAM standards, how should applicants demonstrate that they have considered sustainable design and construction in their development?

· Use of sustainable materials.
· Designs which factor in the environmental cost of materials and construction. 
· Rainwater harvesting to be included in all new developments, to reduce water extraction and to reduce flooding.
· Designing-in provision for and solutions which benefit the natural environment, eg green roofs and walls for insulation.



	5(h)i. Would you support the introduction of a specific policy on design measures that would mitigate climate change, support adaption, and embed sustainable design requirements?
	YES



	5(h)ii. What should this include?

· Designing-in solutions which benefit the natural environment, eg green roofs and walls for insulation.
· Provision for trees, green space, wildlife corridors and habitat to be integral to all development.
· Use of greenspace, natural habitat and natural (porous) surfacing to mitigate flood risk.
· Rainwater harvesting to be included in all new developments, to help water extraction and reduce flood risk.
· Use of sustainable materials. 
· Designs which factor in the environmental cost of materials and construction.



	5(m) Which option or options for sustainable transport and movement would you support?
	Option 2, 3 and some aspects of 4.

	5(n) Is there a role for Park & Ride at Basingstoke and where could such as a facility be located?
	YES
Noted there is presently a Park and Ride from the Leisure Park to the Railway Station.



	5(o) Other forms of transport important to plan for?

· Trams for town centres?
· It is important to recognise that in the majority of locations – other than town centres – readily available public transport isn’t an option. Without a convenient alternative the majority of people will continue to rely on their cars. Designing housing estate without cars in mind leads to cul-de-sacs become clogged with parked cars allowing for one car-width in and the only option to reverse out. 
· Without an alternative to the car, new builds should have at least one off road parking space and roads in new developments should be wide enough to allow on street parking on both sides and free passage of traffic. 
· Considering also the increase in home deliveries, and also provision for carers and similar callers.



	5(p) Do you support a dedicated transport hub by Basingstoke railway station?
	YES



SECTION 6 – CREATING BEAUTIFUL PLACES AND HIGH QUALITY LIVING ENVIRONMENTS – A FOCUS ON PLACE SHAPING  
	Question number: 
	6

	6(a) Do you support list of elements at 6.2.2 relating to design and layout set out in paragraph.
	YES



	6(b) Any other priorities or additional design-related issues which the Local Plan Update should address?

· A provision for wildlife should be at the heart of all design and place-making. This in addition to making attractive green spaces for people. To include a focus on creating / enhancing / supporting viable wildlife habitat and networks. 
· Quality design and ‘beauty’ should always relate to the fabric and function of the building as well as appearance.



	6(c) Do you have any views on how these design priorities should be achieved??
· Put the principles outlined by the Wildlife Trust for ‘re-wilding the planning system’ at the heart of planning.
· Planning Policy teams should employ ecologists to work alongside planners.



	6(d) Should the Local Plan Update be more visual and include examples of the type of designs supported?
	YES

	6(e) Are more specific policies needed? Eg focusing on particular types of development (eg housing).
	YES

	6(f)i. Are there any specific design priorities relevant to particular areas in the borough, for example Basingstoke town centre.
	YES



	6(f)ii Do you have any views on how these design priorities should be achieved?
· Increased provision for nature and access for people to the natural environment among and within all developments, including higher density developments in the town centre. For eg provision for tree planting, green roofs and walls, balconies for residents’ own planting space.



	6(g) Do you agree that the Nationally Described Space Standards should be included as a policy requirement?
	YES



	6(h) Do you have any views on the size of new homes which have been built in the borough in order to inform the evidence base relating to this issue?
· There should be a minimum size for each number of bedroomed dwellings. (It seems the UK has the lowest square footage/meterage allocation per person on new builds in the EU.) This would allow families to stay longer in one place before outgrowing the space.
· A mix of dwellings sizes is needed - for houses and within apartment buildings. And where housing is appropriate in small settlements / rural areas, it is often the case that a greater percentage of smaller dwellings is needed.



	6(i) Are there any other options to be considered, for eg other homes standards such as a Home Quality Mark?
	YES

	6(j)i Is there any more that the LPU can do to support the creation of safe and healthy communities?
	YES



	6(j)ii   
· While it’s good to have public outdoor space, there should be more emphasis on well-designed and connected private outdoor spaces. Balconies for apartments and to consider minimum requirement for private gardens for growing and for play space. Also consider implications of Covid and growing trend for people working at home.
· Sufficient garden space can help wildlife by allowing people to provide for biodiversity at home. But they require a size which allows diversity of planting within individual spaces, and connectivity between spaces. Connectivity for wildlife through gardens should be considered alongside  connectivity  and accessibility for people.
· There is mounting evidence that mental health is improved through gardening & growing and access to the natural environment. On newbuild estates the houses are frequently close together with tiny outside spaces. There should be space for food production either within gardens or by provision of allotments. Food production will become a serious issue as climate changes.


SECTION 7 – DEVELOPING A SPATIAL STRATEGY  
	Question number: 
	7

	7(a) Do you agree with the key elements of the spatial strategy listed in paragraph 7.2.1?
	YES

	7(b)i Are there other considerations that need to be taken into account in developing the spatial strategy?
	YES



	7(b)ii
· Given the need to redress change to climate and harm to the natural environment – and to consider the need for agricultural land and food production – developing further greenfield sites should be considered a last resort.
· At points iii & iv the implications of Covid and Brexit need to be carefully assessed when considering employment, office and retail areas including town centres. 
· Need for Greenfield sites should be reassessed in light of Covid (and Brexit) – considering the potential for redeveloping office and retail areas as mixed use including residential. Are we at a point of change in working and shopping habits? Is society moving towards work at home and home delivery? Will this create space for housing and leisure, restaurants, bars within the current envelope of the Town Centre?  
· At v ‘Avoiding impacts upon important biodiversity features’ should explicitly include Chalk Streams.
· At vi ‘Protecting the borough’s water environment’ – should explicitly recognise the importance of and need to protect the Loddon and Lyde chalk streams.
· An additional key element should be included ‘To proactively create, integrate, enhance and protect wildlife habitat and corridors’. ‘Avoiding adverse impact’ is essential but much more is needed, ie to fully support the Wildlife Trust’s call for ‘Re-wilding the Planning System’. Wildlife habitats, wildlife corridors need to be integral to all aspects of spatial strategy – alongside, within and between old and new developments, brownfield sites, town centres, greenspace, the open countryside and protected landscapes. Detailed data and monitoring is needed for wildlife and biodiversity. Ecologists should work alongside Planners. This is in accordance with the Environment Bill’s pledge to put the Environment at the centre of policy making’. (This will ultimately support the economy and society.) Also as per the Defra and Natural England policy paper, the Nature Recovery Network.



	7(c) Should land in employment and retail use be considered for new homes where it is vacant or underused? If yes, which locations should be considered?
	YES
All sites possible.

	7(d) Should more new homes be delivered in Basingstoke town centre? If yes, via what sort of developments (eg new blocks of flats, adding additional storeys to existing buildings) and in what locations?
	YES
By a variety of means, where possible.

	7(e) Would you support the principle of high density development in suitable locations in the borough? 
If yes, in what locations?
	YES
Basingstoke town.

	7(f) Would you support the inclusion of additional tall buildings (over six storeys) in Basingstoke?
	YES
Provided of good design and amenity.

	7(g)i Would you support the introduction of minimum density standards to uplift the density of residential developments? 
	NO




	7(g)ii  Please explain your answer.
· Depends on nature of area
· Consider also need for provision of trees and wildlife habitats which should be afforded much greater status. For example when considering housing development, consider provision of a network of gardens / hedges and trees sufficient to provide nectar sources for pollinators through the season.
· Consider also that while public outdoor space is good, there should be more emphasis on well-designed and connected private outdoor spaces. A minimum requirement for private gardens should be considered for growing and for play space. Also consider the implications of Covid and the growing trend for people working at home.
· Sufficient garden space can help wildlife by allowing people to provide for biodiversity at home. But they require a size which allows diversity of planting within individual spaces, and connectivity between spaces. Connectively for wildlife through gardens should be considered alongside connectively and accessibility for people.
· Consider some terraced housing... improves energy efficiency, the connected back gardens can be good for wildlife habitats / corridors.
· There is also mounting evidence that mental health is improved through gardening and growing. On newbuild estates the houses are frequently very close together with very tiny outside spaces. There should be space for food production either within gardens or by provision of allotments. Food production will become a serious issue as climate changes.



	7(h) Which option or combination of options would you support for greenfield development? 
OPTION 3
· Smaller settlements attract a considerable amount of new small scale development via ‘windfall’ including via SS6 exemptions, frequently in overall numbers that exceed the additional housing targets. Imposing additional housing developments can detrimentally alter the character of these unique places. If housing targets are added, they should account for developments of less than five houses as larger sites can appear over-dominant and detract from the historical development pattern. (Also these allocations have the potential to attract larger developers aiming to build ever larger sites to the detriment of the host village.)



	7(i) Are there any other options that should be considered?
· Need for Greenfield sites should be reassessed in light of Covid (and Brexit) and the potential for redeveloping employment, office and retail areas as mixed use with residential.  
· Questions regarding employment and office sites should consider changing work patterns and potential for redevelopment and mixed use.
· Considering that tackling climate change is a key aim of the LPU, if the need to redress change to climate and harm to the natural environment is to be taken seriously, then developing further Greenfield sites should be a last resort.



	7(p) Which option or options would you support for deliverability of new sites?
	OPTION 3, but OPTION 2 specifically for more housing on Brownfield sites.



	7(q) Are there any other options which should be considered?
· In light of Covid (and Brexit) the potential for redeveloping employment, office and retail areas as mixed use with residential.
· Policy to protect the open countryside (SS6) is very important and should be included within the Local Plan Update.
· Penalties should be imposed on land owners / developers if they do not build on land that has   been given permission within the three years. This would help maintain a five-year land supply.


SECTION 9 – PROTECTING AND ENHANCING OUR NATURAL AND HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT  
	Question number: 
	9

	9(a) Are there any areas of land which should be designated as a new Strategic Gap?
	YES   Support the principle, and opportunities to designate gaps where possible – to prevent coalescence and retain character and integrity of settlements.

	9(d) Would you support the designation of Local Green Spaces through the Local Plan Update and Neighbourhood Plans?
	YES

	9(f) Should the LPU require more than 10% biodiversity net gain?
	YES



	9(g) How should off-site compensation measures be coordinated and/or located? 

· In consultation with and according to advice of Wildlife Trust, HIBC, and employing ecologists to work alongside planners
· Wildlife habitats, wildlife corridors need to be integral to all planning policy – everywhere alongside, within and between old and new developments, greenspace, the open countryside and protected landscapes. 




	9(h) Are there any other key elements of biodiversity net gain that should be reflected in the Local Plan Update? 

· Provision for wildlife and biodiversity – wildlife habitats, networks, corridors – should be central to all aspects of spatial strategy and the design and planning process – alongside, within and between old and new developments, brownfield sites, town centres, greenspace, the open countryside and protected landscapes.
· An addition Key Issue is needed: ‘To proactively create, integrate, enhance and protect wildlife habitat and corridors’, ie to fully support the Wildlife Trust’s call for ‘Re-wilding the Planning System’. Detailed data and monitoring is needed for wildlife and biodiversity. Ecologists should work alongside Planners.
· This is in accordance with the Environment Bill’s pledge to put the Environment at the centre of policy making’. (This will ultimately support the Economy and Society.) Also as per the DEFRA and Natural England policy paper, the Nature Recovery Network. 




	9(i) Are there any particular issues relating to air quality that should be reflected in the Local Plan Update?
	YES
Reference reports from Basingstoke Transition Network.




Thank you for your comments. The borough council will review all of the comments received during the consultation and will make these available on the borough council’s website. Please be aware that comments received cannot be treated as confidential. 

Representations on the Issues and Options Consultation may be withdrawn at any time by giving notice in writing to the borough council’s Planning Policy Team. 




Local Plan consultation database 

If you wish to join the council’s planning policy database to receive notifications on future planning policy consultations, events and newsletters regarding the Local Plan Update, please tick the box |_|

Data Protection Statement

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council is the data controller for the personal information you provide on this form.  You can contact the council by phone on 01256 844844, via email to customer.service@basingstoke.gov.uk or by writing to us at Civic Offices, London Road, Basingstoke RG21 4AH.  The council’s Data Protection Officer can be contacted at dpo@basingstoke.gov.uk
In complying with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council confirms that it will process personal data gathered from this form only for the purposes relating to the consultation. It is intended to publish responses to the Issues and Options consultation on the council’s website.  This will include publication of names of respondents and company names (where appropriate). Please ensure you do not include any personal information in Part B of the document. Copies of all consultation responses, including Part A, will be available to view at the council offices, and photocopies can be made of these representations on request.
· we will not disclose any information to other organisations unless we are required by law to do so  
· your personal details will only be held as long as is needed for this consultation and in accordance with our retention policy.

As a public authority the council is subject to the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and Environmental Information Regulations (EIR).  This means we may be required to disclose information provided as part of this consultation if it is requested.  Personal data will not be disclosed under FOIA or EIR.

For further details on how your information is used; how we maintain the security of your information and your rights, including how to access information we hold on you and how to complain if you have any concerns about how your personal details are processed, please visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk or email dpo@basingstoke.gov.uk.
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